
 This precipitation record was kept by the Richmond Fredericksburg 
and Potomac Railroad Company and was under the direction of Major 
Edmund Trewbridge Dana Myers, (b. 1830 d.1905) president of the 
company. The employees making the record were, first, Mr. W. M. Burke, 
until 1887, inclusive, and then Mr. J. T. Roth. 

  
 

 

Beginning with January, 1871, a record of precipitation for Richmond, 

Virginia, has been kept by the Richmond Fredericksburg and Potomac 

Railroad Company. It was begun under the direction of Major Edmund 

Trewbridge Dana Myers, (b. 1830 d.1905) president of the company. Until 

August, 1875, inclusive, the rain gauge was on the roof of the company’s 

passenger station, on the northwest corner of Broad and Eighth Streets. It 

was about 30 feet above the ground and free from disturbing influences. 

Beginning with September 1875, it was moved to the railroad shops in the 

western suburbs, where it still is. The first exposure in this location was on 

the ground in an open space 60 feet southwest of the company’s 

storehouse. There were no buildings or other structures or trees sufficiently 

nearby to affect the record. There it remained until December, 1903, 

inclusive, when its location was changed to a point about 50 feet east of the 

storehouse, where it is now (1905). The employees making the early 

observations were, first, Mr. W. M. Burke, until 1887, inclusive, and then 

Mr. J. T. Roth. Reference - 

(US Department of Agriculture 
Climate and crops service of the weather Bureau,  

Central Office: Washington DC 
Virginia section  

E. A. Evans, Section Director, Richmond Virginia 
Volume:  XV Richmond Virginia   Number 2   February, 1905 

 

The rainfall data is very basic and the amounts seemed to be rounded off 
and in some cases were stated to be estimated. It was apparent that this 
data was copied into the log book from other sources after the fact, 
probably done around 1910. The one entering the data was not familiar 
with the actual events. There was a lower than expected number of days 



with measureable precipitation. It is observed that going through the data, 
that the number of days with precipitation that was less than one tenth of 
an inch is less than you would find in current data. Sometimes, rainfall 
marked for a particular date included precipitation from a previous date (or 
dates). This was sometimes put in remarks and at other times marked with 
a plus sign for those dates that were included. 
 
There was a period from September 13, 1884 to the 21st of October in 
1884 with no precipitation and the 12th was the only day with precipitation 
in September.  
Checking both Washington and Norfolk both had just two days with 
precipitation with less than two tenths of an inch total for the month. 
September, 1885, Richmond again reported just one day with precipitation, 
1.20 on the 22nd and Washington and Norfolk had 5 and 4 days 
respectively (although two of the days at Washington were .01) with totals 
of 2 to 3 inches.  
 
Daily entries that were hard to read were reconciled by using the monthly 
total compared to the sum of daily amounts that were in question. 
 
Beginning in 1887, the precipitation data is more complete when 
precipitation observations commenced at Richmond City Locks. 
 

Precipitation records for Richmond kept at Richmond City Locks 

447196 located between Dock St and Libby Hill Park Jan. 1, 1887 to 

Dec. 31, 1897 

 


